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Curriculum Policy 2021-2022 
 
 

At Strand Primary Academy, we follow our 'Book Led Curriculum'. Just as it sounds, all our learning is introduced 
and supported by wonderful books that have been carefully chosen to support the National Curriculum objectives. 

 
Intent Statement 
Strand Primary Academy is small school set in the East Marsh of Grimsby, near the once thriving Grimsby Docks. 
Local industry has changed over time and now Grimsby depends on industries such as food processing, logistics, 
chemical, process industries, and the rise of new sectors, such as those supporting offshore renewable energy. 
Future generations will need a range of adaptable skills such as an understanding of technological and engineering 
techniques, communication and organisation skills and the ability to work logically when developing a process 
and/or solving a problem. They will require the ability to consider both the needs of their own locality and that of 
the global world. 
At Strand Primary Academy, the curriculum has been designed to develop the skills needed for our children to 
thrive by: 
Primarily:

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ensuring: 

o  Recognising children’s prior learning. 
o Providing clear progression of subject knowledge, skills and understanding as set out in the national 

curriculum. 
o Enabling all children to reach their full academic potential, regardless of individual needs, ethnicity 

and/or socio-economic factors.

• A set of essential values are developed that will determine that children will be able to understand and 
manage their own mental and physical wellbeing and become responsible citizens throughout their 
lifetime. 

•    First-hand learning experiences that allow the children to develop interpersonal skills; build resilience and 
become creative, critical thinkers and articulate communicators. 

•    Links with local industries enrich the educational experiences and the children’s understanding of 
developing technology to raise their expectation of what they can achieve. 

Providing: 
•    A wealth of experiences that, without their school community, they may not encounter in their childhood. 
•    Community involvement that creates secure understanding of their locality and what makes them unique 
• Outward looking pupils who are able to engage in learning about themselves and have an understanding of 

the wider world and its complex cultures. 

 
Children will leave our Academy with a sense of belonging, confidence in themselves and their abilities; the 
capability to adapt to the rich diversity of Britain today; the aptitude to continue their education successfully; the 
ability to talk eloquently and with confidence and an inherit kindness for others, their local community and the 
world in its entirety.
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The Curriculum is organised in three strategic elements: 

The Book led Curriculum 

The book-led curriculum: where reading excites children to ask questions and learn new knowledge and skills. 
The book-led curriculum has reading for purpose at its very core. Each unit of work has a high quality, age 
appropriate driving text assigned. These texts engage, inspire and deepen understanding. Supplementary 
texts and knowledge organisers support pupils to enrich their knowledge, vocabulary and curriculum skills. 
Every curriculum session begins with reading for purpose, from either the driving book or a supplementary 
text. Pupils use this to discuss new knowledge, deepen their enquiry skills and form links in their learning, 
making use of their Oracy skills. 

 

There are clear subject links in the long term plan so that pupils make connections in their learning. The 
subject strands also link. For example, the skills within similarities and differences in history link to making 
comparisons in geography. Curriculum units are placed to give background knowledge for the reading 
strategy texts. This gives pupils another opportunity to show knowledge in a different context, build schema 
and reinforce retention of facts. All learning is mastery of skills, which are progressive through the year and 
key stage. In the book-led curriculum, these are called take-aways and relate to different strands of each 
subject. To foster enquiry, all units have an overarching question and each session has a threaded question. 
The questions and take-aways are used to assess pupil progress. 

 

Influential people are also paramount to the curriculum, and feature in all subjects. They span different eras 
and link to the unit of work pupils are learning. By incorporating a range of people (e.g. historians, scientists, 
entrepreneurs), new learning is put into a real-world context. Developments within a subject are evident and 
pupils gain an insight into how their learning impacts on the world around them and inspires them for future 
careers. 

 
 
 

The wider Curriculum: 

Music 

We believe that music is a powerful, unique form of communication that can change the way our pupils think, 
feel and act. From an early age, children will experience music in various forms; for example – nursery 
rhymes, background music, songs and games. We aim, in school, to nurture and build on these experiences in 
order to develop an understanding and enjoyment of music. 

 

Music brings together intellect and feeling and enables personal expression, reflection and emotional 
development. Music is an integral part of culture, past and present, helping children to understand 
themselves, relate to others and forge important links between home, school and the wider world. 

 

Along with regular singing sessions, we offer all children the chance to learn how to play an instrument; in 
Early Years children have the opportunity to play a range of instruments during adult led sessions and also in 
continuous provision both indoors and outdoors. The children learn to play Boom Whackers in KS1 and 
Ocarinas in Years 3,4 and 5. In Year 6, there is the opportunity to learn the Ukulele. 

 
MFL
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It is our intent at Strand Primary School to provide all of our children with a high- quality education in 
Modern Foreign Languages (MFL), which develops their love of learning about other languages and cultures 
and helps provide them with an understanding of the world. We aim to build the children’s ‘cultural capital’ 
so that they have a knowledge and understanding of the richness and diversity between cultures. 

 

All pupils at Strand from Year 3 – Year 6 will be expected to achieve their full potential in their foreign 
language learning of French - the ultimate aim is that pupils will feel confident engaging in spoken French, 
develop skills in reading, listening and writing, and know how important languages will be in their future. 
Pupils in EYFS and KS1 are given the opportunity to listen to and respond to common greetings and everyday 
words in a range of languages with an express focus on teaching the early building blocks for learning French 
in KS2. Through games and songs, they will also learn how to count to 20, recognise vocabulary for main body 
parts and for common animals. 

 

We aim that all pupils will develop a genuine interest and curiosity about languages, finding them enjoyable 
and exciting and show a desire to continue their language learning past KS2. Although our current MFL taught 
is French, we strive to provide children with opportunities to experience a range of other languages and 
celebrate the growing diversity of our pupils and the languages they speak such as Polish, Czech, Latvian and 
also communicating through Makaton. 

 
PE 

 
The Physical Education (PE) curriculum at Strand Primary Academy is designed to inspire and engage all 
pupils into participating in physical activity. It gives pupils the chance to take ownership of their own health 
and fitness along with incorporating healthy choices into their lifestyle. Our PE curriculum is supported 
closely by the local Schools Partnership Trust who provide regular inter school competitions and CPD for 
staff. Premier Sport’s coaches are used in school to provide some indoor and outdoor PE lessons, interschool 
competitions as part of a package of CPD for staff. 
All of our children are provided with two hours of high-quality PE lesson per week. 
PE at Strand provides all pupils with the knowledge and skills to become physically confident in a way that 
supports their own health and fitness. The PE curriculum is planned so knowledge and skills build upon 
previous learning. 

 
The curriculum focusses on the development of agility, balance and coordination, healthy competition and 
cooperative learning through appropriate challenge and support. Pupils develop a knowledge of these 
fundamental skills and are able to apply them into competitive situations as well as developing teamwork 
and collaboration. 
PE at Strand supports pupils’ Oracy skills by providing them with effective language experiences through the 
promotion of specialist and technical vocabulary, questioning, feedback on performance, group work and 
other aspects of co-operative learning. 
In Early Years, pupils develop their physical development skills through daily use of continuous provision in 
the outdoor area and through weekly PE sessions. Outdoors, pupils are encouraged to climb, balance and 
move in different ways whilst negotiating space. Pupils use a range of equipment (different sized balls, 
hoops, quoits and beanbags) to help them learn and consolidate new skills. Fine motor growth is an essential 
part of pupils’ physical development in early years. Pupils engage in daily focused fine motor sessions and 
activities to strengthen fine motor skills are incorporated into daily provision. 
In Key Stage 1, pupils are taught to develop fundamental movement skills, become increasingly competent 
and confident and have access to a broad range of opportunities to extend their agility, balance and 
coordination, individually and with others. They have opportunities to engage in competitive (both against  
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self and against others) and co-operative physical activities, in a range of increasingly challenging situations. 
In Key Stage 2, pupils continue to apply and develop a broader range of skills, learning how to use them in 
different ways and to link them to make actions and sequences of movement. Through our curriculum, we 
encourage communication, collaboration and competition. They develop an understanding of how to 
improve in different physical activities and sports and learn how to evaluate and recognise their own 
successes. In Year 4, all children receive two weeks of swimming tuition every academic year. Children who 
do not achieve the required standard in swimming in Year 4 will be given the opportunity to further their 
skills in Year 6.Our Year 5 children are all given the opportunity to take part in an annual Bike ability course, 
learning and bike maintenance, road safety, and cycling skills. 

 
Thrive 

 
The Thrive Approach is used at Strand Primary to focus upon children’s emotional well-being. It offers 
practical strategies and skills that aim to help understand and manage their emotions and emotional 
development. 
Throughout Strand, Thrive Thursdays involve activities that help children to be able to talk about how they 
feel and learn strategies to help them manage their emotions positively. 
Children may experience challenging situations during their time at school. These may include: 

•    Friendship issues 
•    Family issues 
•    Finding it hard to settle in the classroom 
• Managing and regulating their strong 

feeling 
 

Thrive may include the following activities: 
•    Story Telling 
•    Circle games 
•    Arts and crafts 
•    Sand play 
•    Movement and relaxation 
•    Role play and puppet work 
•    Games 

With Thrive our purpose within Strand Academy is to encourage children 
•    to think for themselves, 
•    to show initiative, 
•    to gain confidence, 
•    to be helpful to others, 
•    to show tolerance and awareness of others, 
•    to be reflective, 
•    to be able to regulate their emotions, 
•    to be able to regulate their emotions, 

 
PSHE and RSE 

 
At Strand Primary Academy, we have adopted the Jigsaw program because it will: 

 
•    Deliver a wider range of experiences
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• Provide pupils with the knowledge, understanding, attitudes, values and skills they need in order to 
reach their potential as individuals and within the community. 

• Encourage pupils to recognise their own worth, work well with others and become increasingly 
responsible for their own learning. 

• Enable participation in a wide range of activities and experiences across and beyond the curriculum, 
contributing fully to the life of their school and communities. 

• Help pupils learn to reflect on their experiences and understand how they are developing personally 
and socially, tackling many of the spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues that are part of growing 
up. 

•    Foster understanding and respect for our common humanity, diversity and differences so that pupils 
can go on to form the effective, fulfilling relationships that are an essential part of life and learning. 

Organisation and Implementation of Jigsaw in School 
Jigsaw PSHE will support the development of the skills, attitudes, values and behaviour, which enable pupils 
to: 

•    Have a sense of purpose 
•    Value self and others 
•    Form relationships 
•    Make and act on informed decisions 
•    Communicate effectively 
•    Work with others 
•    Respond to challenge 
•    Be an active partner in their own learning 
•    Be active citizens within the local community 
•    Explore issues related to living in a democratic society 
•    Become healthy and fulfilled individuals 

The Learning Environment: 
• Establishing a safe, open and positive learning environment based on trusting relationships between 

all members of the class, adults and children alike, is vital. To enable this, it is important that ‘ground 
rules’ are agreed and owned at the beginning of the year and are reinforced in every Piece – by using 
The Jigsaw Charter. Ideally, teachers and children will devise their own Class Charter. It should include 
the following aspects: 

•    We take turns to speak 
•    We use kind and positive words 
•    We listen to each other 
•    We have the right to pass 
•    We only use names when giving compliments or when being positive 
•    We respect each other’s privacy (confidentiality) 

What is PSHE Education? 
PSHE Education (Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education) is a planned program of learning through 
which children and young people acquire the knowledge, understanding and skills they need to successfully 
manage their lives – now and in the future. 
As part of a whole-school approach, PSHE Education develops the qualities and attributes pupils need to 
thrive as individuals, family members and members of society. What do schools have to teach in PSHE 
Education? According to the National Curriculum, every school needs to have a broad and balanced 
curriculum that: 
• promotes the spiritual, moral, social, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the school; 
• prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life;
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• promotes British values. 
From September 2020, primary schools in England also need to teach Relationships and Health Education as 
compulsory subjects and the Department for Education strongly recommends this should also include age- 
appropriate Sex Education. Schools also have statutory responsibilities to safeguard their pupils (Keeping 
Children Safe in Education, DfE, 2019) and to uphold the Equality Act (2010). 
SRE 
Our Sex and Relationship Education is provided within our Jigsaw scheme. Children are provided with age 
appropriate, progressive sessions so our children are prepared and ready for changes with their body, sex 
education and healthy relationships. An inclusive ethos is promoted, understanding that differences, such as 
those of sexual orientation, gender, religion or race, should be celebrated. More information can be found in 
our policy below. Online and offline risks are discussed, which is elaborated further in our E Safety policy. 
What is Jigsaw, the mindful approach to PSHE, and how does it work? 
Jigsaw is a whole-school approach and embodies a positive philosophy and creative teaching and learning 
activities to nurture children’s development as compassionate and well-rounded human beings as well as 
building their capacity to learn. Jigsaw is a comprehensive and completely original PSHE Education program 
(lesson plans and teaching resources) for the whole primary school from ages 3-11. 
Written by teachers and grounded in sound psychology, it also includes all the statutory requirements for 
Relationships and Health Education, and Sex Education is included in the Changing Me Puzzle (unit). Jigsaw 
has two main aims for all children: 
• To build their capacity for learning 
• To equip them for life Jigsaw brings together PSHE Education, compulsory Relationships and Health 
Education, emotional literacy, mindfulness, social skills and spiritual development. 

 
RE 

 
At Strand Primary Academy, our Religious Education Curriculum is based around opportunities for all children 
to be involved in thought provoking and challenging questions in the meaning and purpose in life, beliefs 
about God, issues of right and wrong and what it means to belong to a faith.  At Strand we follow, the SACRE 
Agreed Syllabus for RE that has been published as a joint venture by the local authorities of East Riding of 
Yorkshire Council, North East Lincolnshire Council, North Lincolnshire Council and Hull City Council. 
Through our Religious Education teaching and learning, we aim to ensure all children experience a sense of 
enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world around them; that they use 
their imagination and creativity and demonstrate their learning willingness to reflect on their experiences. 

 
There are several other purposes of Religious Education. It allows students to express their opinions; teaches 
them to contribute to their communities; gives them political, social, ethical and environmental knowledge; 
provokes challenging questions; prepares them for future experiences and responsibilities; teaches them 
how culture affects religion; and most importantly, how to respect other people. 

 
There are some of the factors that we think about when developing our pedagogy of RE, these are: 

 
•    the culture in which we live and work 
•    the life experiences of the children we teach 
•    the filters used by teacher and school for understanding cultures and experiences 
•    the teacher’s own beliefs and values 
•    how success and progress are defined in RE 

THE CURRICULUM KNOWLEDGE
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The syllabus has three Statutory Areas of Understanding, the same for each key stage: 
 

•    Beliefs and Practices 
•    Identity and Values 
•    Meaning and Purpose 

 
All content in the Areas of Understanding is statutory and therefore must be taught. Each key stage builds 
upon the one before, so by the time pupils reach the end of KS2, they have had the opportunity to receive a 
broad, inclusive religious education. 

 
We teach these knowledge areas in relation to our chosen religions. Currently we cover the following main 
religions through our curriculum. 

 

Teaching Phase                                      Religion Taught                                      Visit 
 

 

EYFS and KS1                                          Christianity (KS1 – Islam)                     A Church 
 

 

LKS2                                                         Christianity and Judaism                      A Mosque 
 

UKS2 Christianity and either Buddhism 
or Hinduism 

A visit of religious or spiritual 
significance.

 

 
Throughout the year, we celebrate a range of festivals and religious celebrations. These are found on our 
planning pacing sheets or as part of our assembly timetable. Evidence of the children’s learning can be found 
in the SMSC/World Faith Celebrations section, at the back of their Religious education books. 
SKILLS 
The following skills are central to religious education and are reflected in the learning opportunities at Strand 
Primary Academy. 

1.   Investigation – this includes: 
o  asking relevant questions 
o knowing how to use different types of religious texts as a way of gathering information and 

how to approach those texts in a critical manner 
o  knowing what may constitute evidence for understanding religion(s) 
o  observing and listening 

2.   Interpretation – this includes: 
o  the ability to draw meaning from artefacts, works of art, poetry and symbolism 
o  the ability to interpret religious language 
o  the ability to suggest meanings of religious texts 

3.   Reflection – this includes: 
o the ability to reflect on feelings, relationships, experience, ultimate questions, beliefs and 

practices 
4.   Empathy – this includes: 

o the ability to consider the thoughts, feelings, experiences, attitudes, beliefs and values of 
others 

o developing the power of imagination to identify feelings such as love, wonder, forgiveness and 
sorrow

http://www.eriding.net/all-ages/religious-education/statutory-areas-of-understanding/
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o the ability to see the world through the eyes of others and to see issues from their point of 
view 

5.   Evaluation – this includes: 
o  the ability to debate issues of religious significance with reference to evidence and argument 
o weighing the respective claims of self-interest, consideration for others, religious teaching and 

individual conscience 
6.   Analysis – this includes: 

o  distinguishing between opinion, belief and fact; 
o  distinguishing between the features of different religions 

7.   Synthesis – this includes: 
o  linking significant features of religion together in a coherent pattern 
o  connecting different aspects of life into a meaningful 

8.   Application – this includes: 
o making the association between religions and individual, community, national and 

international life; 
o  identifying key religious values and their interplay with secular ones 

9.   Expression – this includes: 
o  the ability to explain concepts, rituals and practices 
o the ability to identify and articulate matters of deep conviction and concern and to respond to 

religious issues through a variety of media 
10. Collaboration – this includes: 

o  the ability to work together and learn from each other 
RE in our EYFS 
Areas for inclusion in EYFS RE teaching 
Children are introduced to the key festivals and special books, special people, places of worship, symbols and 
artefacts for Christianity and other religions studied KS1. They have the opportunity to visit a local place of 
worship. 
Children are introduced to the concept of belief in a particular deity, the fact that the name for ‘god’ varies 
from religion to religion and, as relevant to the religions introduced, that some religions have particular rules 
about naming god. 
I Am Special (provides a starting point for all RE and introduces the concept of specialness) 

•    What makes me an individual, what I look like, what I am good at, … 
•    Similarities and differences between self and classmates… 
•    Being treated as a special person 
•    More than one person can be special 
•    People I am special to 

Special People (links to faith leaders and founders) 
•    Family and friends 
•    People who help us 
•    People who have special jobs, including within places of worship* 

Special Times (links to worship and festivals) 
•    Special to me - birthdays 
•    Special to lots of people - Christian festivals, Harvest, Christmas, Easter + others* 

Special Places (links to places of worship, including places within the home, and the world as a special place) 
•    Special to me - my home, my classroom, my favourite places 
•    Special to all of us - classroom, school 
•    Special to lots of people - Christian places of worship (churches) + others*

http://www.eriding.net/all-ages/religious-education/units-of-learning-and-exemplification/ks1-and-ks2/ks2-units/unit-3-2-faith-founders/
http://www.eriding.net/all-ages/religious-education/units-of-learning-and-exemplification/ks1-and-ks2/ks1-units/unit-1-3-worship-and-festivals/
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•    The world as a special place 

 
Special Books (links to sacred texts) 

•    Special to me - my favourite books, books that have been given to me 
•    Special to my class/school - class/school books 
•    Special to lots of people - sacred texts linked to Christianity (the Bible) + others* 

Special Objects (links to religious artefacts and symbols) 
•    Special to me - my special things 
•    Special to my class/school - class/school bears, school badge, … 
•    Special to lots of people - artefacts and symbols linked to Christianity (the cross, the font) + others* 

 
 SMSC and British Values 

 

Our children will have a clear understanding of who they are and a strong sense of self-belief.They will have a 

clear set of values that enables them to live in our diverse and multicultural society. 
 

They will be respectful, tolerant, resourceful individuals who are responsible with their actions and fair with 

their views. They will display confidence, be able to manage conflict democratically and, thoughtfully meet new 

challenges with a sense of enquiry to continue their lifelong love of learning. SMSC is embedded in our daily 

lives, teaching, learning and the fun we have a Strand Primary Academy. As it is woven into our very structure we 

have an established a system where byvisitors, children, parents and staff can identify elements of SMSC 

throughout our school. This folderof evidence is just the beginning of what there is to see at Strand Primary 

Academy. 
 

At Strand Primary Academy, we value the diverse ethnic backgrounds of all pupils and families and undertake a 

variety of events and lessons to celebrate these. We have found this approachto be enriching for all parties as 

it teaches tolerance and respect for the differences in our community and the wider world. 
 

Individual Liberty: 
 

Within school, pupils are actively encouraged to make choices, knowing that they are in a safe and supportive 

environment. As a school, we educate and provide boundaries for young pupils tomake choices safety, through 

of provision of a safe environment and empowering education. 

Pupils are encouraged to know, understand and exercise their rights and personal freedoms andadvise how to 

exercise these safely, for example through our E-Safety and PSHE lessons. 
 

The Rule of Law: 
 

The importance of Laws, whether they be those that govern the class, the school, or the country, are 

consistently reinforced throughout regular school days, as well as when dealing with behaviour and through 

school collective worship. Pupils are taught the value and reasons behindlaws, that they govern and protect us; 

the responsibilities that this involves and the consequenceswhen laws are broken. Visits from authorities such as 

the Police, Fire Service etc. are regular parts of our calendar and help reinforce this message. 
 

Mutual Respect: 
 

Part of our school ethos and behaviour policy has revolved around Core Values such as 

‘Respect’, and pupils have been part of discussions and assemblies related to what this meansand how it is 

shown.
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Tolerance of those of Different Faiths and Beliefs: 
 

This is achieved through enhancing pupils understanding of their place in a culturally diverse society, and by 

giving them opportunities to experience such diversity. Assemblies and discussionsinvolving prejudices and 

prejudice-based bullying have been followed and supported by learning in RE and PSHE. Members of 

different faiths or religions are encouraged to share their knowledge to enhance learning within classes and the 

school. 
 
 
 

Wider Values and 
Skills 

 

 

STAMP 
 

Strand Primary Academy Mission Possible 
 

‘Make your Mark’ 
 

We have six drivers for the curriculum to ensure our children are best equipped for their world in the 21st 

century. The aim is to create forward thinkers, independent researchers and inquiring minds. The planners, 

creators, organisers and presenters of this new innovative curriculum are the children themselves. 
 

We want our children to be; 
 

➢  Global Guardians 
 

➢  Community Ambassadors 
 

➢  Technical Trail-Blazers 
 

➢  Researchers 
 

➢  Questioners 
 

➢  Presenters 
 

 

The children will study ‘Missions’ based on the content of the national curriculum where these essential 
elements will be woven into their learning and experiences. These missions are presentedas questions. It is for 

our children to plan their learning journey to best answer the question and present their learning. We, as 
teachers, are facilitators and guides. Their independence and personal development is key.
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